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ISLE  OE  ELY  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Committee. 


Beaton,  G. 

Bow  HER,  -I.  W. 

Burton,  A.  1 >. 

Childs,  I j. 

Clarke,  T.  \V.  H. 

Clarke,  Sir  \V.  II. 

Clayton,  ('. 

Colli  no  wood,  if.  I). 

Cutlack,  W. 

Darby,  C, . 

Dennis,  -I  II. 

Number  2‘: 


Kekriixik,  J.  \Y. 

Canon,  M. 

IjI’ddington,  -I.  L. 
Morton,  I1'.  C. 

Newman,  A.  K . T.  (Rev.) 
Ol.LAKD,  J.  \Y.  A. 
Peatling,  If.  K.  M. 
Rowe,  \Y.  E.  H. 

Smith,  J.  E.  J. 

Walton,  S.  S.  (Rev.) 
West,  \V.  W. 

Quorum  5. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

All  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  following  Co-opted  Members 

Mr---.  Collins  Clayton,  Wisbech.  Mrs.  Glazebrook,  Ely. 

Mrs.  Walton,  St.  John’s  Rectory,  March. 

Number  2b.  Quorum  5. 


Mental  Deficiency  Committee. 

All  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  following  Co-opted  Members 

Clayton,  Mrs.  Collins,  Wisbech.  Glaze  brook,  Mrs.  Ely. 

Walton,  Mrs.  S.  S.,  March. 

Number  2b.  Quorum  b. 


Staff. 


Ci unity  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

.1  \ M ES  P1XT0N  WALKER,  m.d.,  m.R.c.s.,  L.u.r.i'.,  d.I’.h. 

Assistant  Count//  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

John  VorNCi,  M l;.,  ch.I!.,  D.l'.H.  (from  February  1st,  1924). 

Health  I /si tors  and  School  Nurses. 

(a)  Conned  Officials  (whole-time). 

Miss  M.  S.  Chisholm  (from  November  17tb,  1924),  March. 

Miss  M.  1C  C'LtFFE  (to  begin  March  23rd,  1925),  March. 
Miss  M.  F.  Ckuickshank  (until  October  31st,  1924),  March. 
Miss  M.  O.  E.  Fyson  (to  begin  January  19th,  1925),  Littleport. 
Miss  L.  1 ).  Goodwin  (from  September  1st,  1924),  Wisbech. 
Miss  G.  M.  Mokuan,  (until  July  4th,  1924),  Whittlesey. 
Miss  H.  L.  Mokkis,  Ely. 

Miss  A.  M OUT,  Chatteris. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Kennedy  Retd  (until  July  30th,  1924),  Wisbech. 
Miss  M.  WALES  (from  September  1st,  1924),  Whittlesey. 
Miss  A.  Wakdle  (to  begin  January  26th,  1925),  March. 

(6) — Employed  by  District  S'ursiny  Associations  (part-time). 

The  nurse  or  nurses  at: — 

Chatteris  (to  beijin  Feb.  /,  1925 ) March 

Goretield  Outwell 

Haddenbam  Sutton 

Little  JDownham  Wisbech 

Manea  Wisbech  St.  Mary 


Home-Teacher  awl  Visitor  for  the  Blind. 
J.  IJ.  Mackenzie,  m.a. 


Clerical  Staff. 

II.  A.  House  (Chief  Clerk). 

A.  Anxess  (from  November  23rd,  1924). 
J.  1 1 UK  ST  (up  to  October  41th,  1924). 
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LOCAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITIES. 


Urban  Districts 

and  Boroughs.  Clerks. 


District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health. 


1 . Ely 


A.  K.  Campbell,  Esq.  ..  F.  II.  M.  A.  Beckett, 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 


2.  Chatteris  . . W.  F.  Moore,  Esq. 


R.  E.  Nix, 

B.A.,  M.B..  B.Ch. 


3.  March 

4.  Whittlesey 

5.  Wisbech 


C.  Greenwood,  Esq. 
F.  YV.  English,  Esq. 
F.  W.  Coulam,  Esq. 


F.  A.  Evison, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

C.  H.  Harding, 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 

Harry  Groom, 

B.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S  , L.S.A 


Rural  Districts.  Clerks. 

1.  Ely  . . . • F.  W.  Green,  Esq.  . . 

2.  North  YVitchford  H.  P.  Sharman,  Esq. 

3.  Thorney  . . ..  A.  F.  Whittome,  Esq. 

4.  Whittlesey  ..  J.  W.  Bowker,  Esq. . . 

5.  Wisbech  . . R.  W.  Faircloth,  Esq. 

Port  of  Wisbech  F.  W.  Coulam,  Esq. 


District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health. 

C.  W.  Howe, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.T.M.,  D.P.H 
Cecil  E.  Stephens,  M.D 


H.  Clapham, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

John  J.  Waddelow, 
F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.S.A. 

. . C.  H.  Gunson, 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

. . G.  F.  Collins, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


fl 


To  the  C/hii  nna  n unit  Mem  hers  of  the 
Isle  of  Ely  Comity  Couneil. 

Gl'.NTLKMKN, 

I lime  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  County 
Health  Report  for  1925,  this  being  again  an  Ordinary  Report,  and 
not  the  lull  detailed  survey  required  at  intervals  of  not  more  than 
live  years. 

There  is  no  special  feature  of  the  work  during  1924  that  calls  for 
special  mention,  good  work  having  been  performed  in  all  directions. 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  place  on  record  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  valuable  help  I have  received  from  the  whole  of  my 
Staff,  likewise  from  each  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
whose  ready  co-operation  in  all  measures  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  the  areas  under  their  charge  is  a noticeable  feature  at  all  times. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


August,  1925. 


J.  P.  WALKER. 
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Administrative  County  of  the  Isle  of  Ely. 


The  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1924,  from  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  for  the  Districts  within  the  Administrative  County,  as 
submitted  to  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council,  in  pursuance  of 
Section  24,  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  were  received  as 
follows  : — 


Aren . 

Merlical  Officer. 

Date  Received. 

Style. 

c n 

-t-j 

/ Chatteris 

Dr.  Nix 

August  13th,  1925 

Typewritten 

o 

-*-> 

Ely 

Dr.  Beckett 

May  20th,  1925 

Typewritten 

c n 

Q 

March 

Dr.  Evison 

August  12th,  1925 

Printed 

ij 

Whittlesey 

Dr.  Harding  . 

June  5th,  1925 

Printed 

t Wisbech 

Dr.  H.  Groom  . 

April  8th,  1925 

Printed 

G n 

Ely 

Dr.  Howe 

July  13th,  1925 

Printed 

■1 

North  Witchford  . . 

Dr.  Stephens  . 

June  15th,  1925 

Printed 

.2 

G - 

Thorney 

Dr.  Clapham  . 

May  19th,  1925 

Printed 

Whittlesey 

Dr.  Waddelow. 

May  21st,  1925 

Printed 

Ph 

Wisbech 

Dr.  Gunson 

July  16th,  1925 

Printed 

Wisbech  Port 

Dr.  Collins 

July  6th,  1925 

Manuscript 

San.  Authority 

As  previously  pointed  out  by  the  Ministry,  it  is  hoped  that  next 
year  all  reports  may  he  received  not  later  than  the  end  of  April. 
Although  not  “ survey  reports,”  some  of  the  reports  are  regrettably 
short,  and  make  scanty  reference  to  important  sanitary  matters 
concerning  which  ratepayers  naturally  look  to  a strong  lead  fiom 
their  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

It  is  well  to  repeat  advice  given  in  previous  reports  if  the  matters 
written  about  are  not  receiving  due  attention. 
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F I N A NCI  A L ST  A T E M ENT. 


Below  is  a statement  of  the  cost  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  County 
Council  s Public  Health  Services  for  the  year  192-1 — 1925,  apart 
from  the  cost,  of  the  School  Medical  Service. 


Year  under  Previous 


r< 

view 

ear. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries  of  Medical  Officers  and 

1 lealt  h \ isitors 

22G0 

...  2481 

4 

10 

Tuberculosis  (Clinics,  Sanatoria) 

4115 

0 

34 

. . . 3044 

15 

7 

MaternitA  and  Child  Welfare... 

905 

14 

9 

...  880 

8 

0 

7. 

CD 

Jj 

s 

47G 

13 

104 

...  415 

5 

11 

Mental  Deficiency 

586 

1 

2 

484 

14 

6 

Welfare  of  the  Blind  ... 

204 

18 

4 

110 

7 

8 

Establishment  Expenses 

7G 

7 

4 b 

99 

12 

24 

8624 

17 

1H 

7516 

8 

Hi 

Less  amount  received  from 

Education  Committee  for 

School  Medical  Service  ... 

310 

17 

7 

...  910 

19 

6 

Nett 

£8308 

0 

44 

. . . £6605 

9 

2* 

Receipts  from  Grants,  &c. — 

£ 

R. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Tuberculosis 

2913 

19 

10 

...  2581 

7 

7 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare 

469 

12 

8 

G46 

0 

0 

Venereal  Disease... 

251 

5 

0 

...  211 

5 

0 

Mental  Deficiency 

190 

0 

0 

2G9 

0 

0 

Welfare  of  the  Blind 

45 

0 

0 

... 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

143 

13 

3 

...  137 

14 

2 

£4013 

10 

9 

£3845 

G 

9 

Net  Cost  payable  from  County 

Funds  £4294  9 7^  ...  £2700  2 5* 
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STATISTICS,  1024. 


Area  of  Administrative  County  (land  & water)... acres  238,073 


Rateable  Value  ... 

Reduced  Assessable  Value 
Product  of  a Penny  Rate 

Rates  in  1924: — General  Purposes 


£580,257 

£320,263 

£1,359 


2s.  4d. 


Education  ... 

...  Is.  94d. 

Total  ... 

...  4s.  lkl. 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  year) 

76,070 

1 Legitimate 

1 males  716  i 
1 females  636  i 

13621 

No.  of  Births  in  the  year  J 

-1427 

1 Illegitimate 

| males  38  i 
i females  37  1 

75 1 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

1875 

Total  No.  ot  Deaths  in  the  year 

| males  460  | 
i females  412 } 

872 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

1146 

Number  dying  under  1 year  old 

j males  51  ) 

( females  33  [' 

84 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  (per  1,000  Births) 

58  86 

In  Legitimate  Infants 

... 

57  69 

In  Illegitimate  Infants 

80-0 

England  and  Wales — 

Birth-rate  ... 

...  ... 

18-8 

Death-rate  ... 

12-2 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  ... 

75 

From  the  preceding  particulars  it  is  seen  that  the  Isle  of  Ely 
Birth-rate  is  lower  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
that  the  Death-rate  here  is  lower  than  it  was  last  year,  and  lower 


than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole,  ami  still  lower  if  the  latest 
available  factor  for  standardisation  were  to  he  applied  ; that  is  to 
say.  that  if  the  rest  of  the  country  contained  as  many  very  old 
people  as  docs  the  Isle  of  Elv,  the  Death-rate  would  he  much 
higher  for  England  and  Wales  generally  than  it  now  is. 

The  Infantile  Mortality-rate  (ft.s-8)  is  the  lowest  rate  hitherto 
recorded  in  this  Conn  tv  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  a fact  which  is 
a good  testimonial  to  the  activities  and  usefulness  of  your  Health 
Visitors  : the  Heath-rate  m illegitimate  infants  has  gone  down  from 
I ito  to  HU  per  thousand  illegitimate  births. 

From  the  following  Table  on  page  10,  the  Mortality-rates  of  the 
several  I >ist riels  ea.n  he  compared  with  one  another,  and  the  high 
Illegitimacy-rates  prevalent  in  two  of  them,  compared  with  their 
populations,  will  become  evident  after  a little  examination. 

These  statistics,  however,  from  a moralist’s  point  of  view,  fail  to 
reveal  a true  measure  of  the  extent  of  the  evils  of  immorality,  and  a 
detailed  examination  of  dates  of  birth  of  lirst  born  children  has 
shown  ns  whole  villages  where  “forced  marriages”  must  have 
been  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

'the  deaths  from  this  disease  were  fewer  than  in  any  year  of 
which  I can  find  a record. 


1 tenths  from 

Deaths  from 

Total  Deaths 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Other  1 Arms  of 

from 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

19T2 . . 

65 

18 

83 

1913.. 

55 

16 

71 

1914.. 

44 

22 

66 

1915.. 

52 

12 

64 

1916. . 

so 

16 

96 

1917.  . 

73 

20 

93 

1918.. 

62 

16 

78 

1919.. 

60 

14 

74 

1920 . . 

53 

11 

64 

1921. . 

59 

19 

78 

1922.. 

39 

16 

55 

1923.. 

41 

17 

58 

Average  in  pro- 

57 

ceding  12  years 

1 o 

The  year  1924 

36 

16 

52 

14 


Considering,  however,  the  poor  summer  of  1924,  the  decrease  is 
pleasing  ; nevertheless,  we  must  constantly  keep  before  us  the  late 
King  Edward’s  wise  aphorism,  “If  preventable,  why  not  pre- 
vented ? ” 

Cancer  has  taken  a rather  lighter  toll  than  it  did  last  year,  the 
annual  deaths  from  this  disease  from  the  vear  1911  onwards  having 
been— 97,  83,  92,  86,  98,  126,  129,97,  102,  116,  103,  104,  136,  and 

in  the  year  1924,  119. 

Much  promising  research  work  is  being  done  with  a view  to 
finding  the  cause  of  this  disease. 

The  deaths  from  the  following  diseases  compare  very  favourably 
with  those  in  the  country  generally,  except  in  the  deaths  from 
Influenza,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diphtheria. 


Disease. 

Death-rate  per  1000 

I11  England  and  Wales. 

In  the 

Isle  of  Ely 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

0-01 

O 00 

Measles  ... 

012 

O 07 

Scarlet  Fever 

002 

OOl 

Whooping  Cough 

0T0 

O'  1 I 

Diphtheria 

0-06 

0 09 

Influenza 

0-49 

0 52 

Suicide  and  Violence 

0-44 

O 34 

Diarrhoea 

7-30 

004 

er  details  as  to  causes 

of  death  are  to  lie  found 

in  the  Tables 

on  pages  16 — 19. 


Number  of  Births.  I Infantile  Mortality-rate  per 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Administrative  Areas,  10-24. 


Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  Administrative  County  of 
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Meteorology. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Hon.  Anna  .Jane  Peckover,  I am  able  to 
state  that  the  maximum  shade  temperature  for  the  year  was  86  50°  F. 
on  July  12th,  and  the  minimum  20°  F.  on  February  17th,  1924. 


The  lowest  day  temperature  was  31 
the  highest  night  temperature  was  60 

The  rainfall  was  as  follows  : — 

January 
February 
March  ... 

April  ... 

May  ... 

June  ... 

July  ... 

August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Total  rainfall  during 


F.  on  January  9th,  1924,  and 
on  August  5th. 

Inches. 

2-24 
0-98 

0- 53 

1- 88 
401 

1- 76 

2- 60 

1- 32 

2- 78 
4-62 
219 
1-35 

the  year,  20  ‘26  inches. 


The  heaviest  fall  was  1*23  inches  on  October  21st,  and  there  were 
172  days  on  which  -01  inch  (or  more)  of  rain  fell,  as  in  1923. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  have  again  proved 
richer  in  cream  than  in  the  previous  year,  although  the  non-fatty 
solids  were  less.  Still,  taken  together,  there  was  a loss  in  the  total 
solid  constituents  of  the  milk  this  year,  compared  with  last  year 
though  1924  was  better  than  the  year  1922. 


Quarter  ending 

Average 

Total 

Solids. 

Average 
Solids — 
Non-fat. 

Average 

l*’at. 

Average 

Specific 

Gravity. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

March 

12-214 

8-52(1 

3-087 

1030-600 

12 

June 

12-102 

8-490 

3 011 

1030-185 

21 

September 

12-479 

8'547 

3-932 

1029-842 

14 

December  .. 

12-591 

8-G80 

3-910 

1031-173 

19 

Averages  for  1924 . . 

'2343 

8*563 

3*779 

1030471 

66 

Averages  for  the 

year  1923 

12-384 

8-725 

3-655 

1031-422 

07 

Averages  for  the 
year  1922 

12-329 

8-745 

3-583 

1031-00 

00 

The  following  Table,  for  the  details  of  which  I am  indebted  to 
Major  Harteup,  C.R.E.,  Chief  Constable,  shows  the  respective 
Districts  from  which  samples  were  taken  ; 49  formal  ones  were 
obtained,  the  rest  being  informal. 
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Sample?  taken 
in  1924 


Anchovy  Paste 

Arrowroot 

Baking  Powder 

Brandy 

Bread 

Butter 

Cakcoma 

Cheese 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Corn  Flour  . . 

Cream 

Cream  (preserved) 
Cream  of  Tartar 
Custard  Powder 
Egg  Powder . . 

Egg  Substitute 
Flour 

Ginger  (ground) 
Groats 
J am 
Lard 

Margarine  . . 

Medicine 

♦Milk 

Mustard 

Oatmeal 

Peaflour 

Pepper 

Quinine 

Rice  (ground) 

Sago 

Soda  (Bicarbonate  of) 

Sugar 

Tapioca 

Tartaric  Acid 

Tea 

Vinegar 

Whisky 


Totals 


c 

bf 


10 


•41 


21 


1 20 


Continued  on  following  page. 

One  sample  was  found  to  ho  19  per  cent,  adulterated  with  water.  Vendor  was  fined  £15 
and  costs  but,  on  appeal,  judgment  was  given  for  the  defendant. 

One  sample  was  found  to  be  10  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat.  The  case  was  dismissed. 
Two  samples  of  ground  rice  were  unsatisfactory,  but  on  a reasonable  explanation  being 
given,  no  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 


Murrow 
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rved) 


Samples  I aken 

m 11)24 


\nchovy  Pasta 
■Vrrowroofc 
Baking  Powder 
Brandy 
Bread 
Blitter 
lOake  nia 
■Cheese 
■Cocoa 
■Coffee 
iCorn  Flour 
■Cream 
ICreani  (prose 
■Cream  of  Tartar 
■Custard  Powder 
Egg  Powder.  . 

Egg  Substitute 
Flour 

•Ginger  (ground) 
•Groats 
.Jam 
La  rd 

M argarine  .. 
'Medicine 
Milk 
Mustard 
■Oatmeal 
Peafhmr 
Pepper 
‘Quinine 
Rice  (ground) 
tSago 

(Soda  I Bicarbonate  of) 

:Sugar 

Tapioca 

Tartaric  Acid 

Tea 

’Vinegar 

Whisky 


Totals 


o I a* 


S o 

£ I w 


1 I 1 


1 


G 21 


C/3 


o o 
<D  I O 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 i 

-8 

1 


12 


4 , 33 


1 

1 

7 

, 1 

r* 

i 

1 l 

1 

• • 

3 

1 

1 

(i 

I 

1 

■2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

i 

4 

4 

5 

2 

2 

GH 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 • • 

M 

5 

1 

1 

3 

17G 

Witchford 
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Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 

The  following  particulars  refer  to  the  administration  of  the  Public 
Health  (Milk  and  Crearu)  Regulations,  1912  and  1917,  during  the 
year  1924  : — 

1.  Milk  : and  Cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 

(a)  (b) 

Number  of  samples  Number  in  which  a 

examined  for  the  presence  preservative  was  reported 

of  preservatives.  to  be  present. 

Milk  ...  68  0 

Cream  ...  6 ...  ...  ...  0 


Total  74 


Total  0 


2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — - 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label 
as  to  preservatives  were  correct. 

(i.)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii.)  Incorrect  statements  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  1 

( h ) Determinations  made  of  milk-fat  in  cream  sold  as 
preserved  cream  : — 

(i.)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii.)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  1 

(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements 

as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in 
Article  V.  (1)  and  the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of 
the  Regulations  have  not  been  observed. — None. 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have 

not  been  complied  with,  and  action  taken.— None. 

3.  Thickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to 
preserved  cream. — None. 

4.  Other  observations,  if  any. — None. 


Mati  unity  and  Gut r,i » Welfare  Work. 

Fourteen  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in  the 
Count \ during  the  year  1924. 

Eight  notices  were  received  from  Midwives  under  the  Regulations 
of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  as  having  sent  for  medical  help. 

Milk  to  infants  and  nursing  mothers  was  provided  to  the  value  of 
£130  1 Is.  2d. 

Health  Visitors  paid  1,223  first  visits,  and  6,795  subsequent  visits 
to  children  at  their  homes  during  the  year. 

The  sum  of  £4  4s.  was  paid  to  practitioners  summoned  to  the  aid 
of  midwives  in  necessitous  cases,  being  one  amount  of  £2  2s.,  and 
two  amounts  of  £1  Is. 

Eight  patients  were  treated  at  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  for  a total 
period  of  125  days  at  a cost  to  the  County  of  £43  15s.  Midwives 
are  regularly  visited,  the  books,  appliances,  and  modes  of  practice 
being  carefully  examined. 

In  addition  there  is  an  Isle  of  Ely  County  Nursing  Association, 
on  which  body  the  County  Council  has  no  official  representative,  nor 
is  the  Council  a subscriber  to  its  funds.  Nurses  belonging  to  the 
Nursing  Associations  affiliated  with  it  are  visited  by  a lady  inspector 
emanating  from  the  Queen  Victoria’s  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses, 
and  also  by  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Superintendent  Nurse,  Miss 
Harrison.  The  latter  has  recently  resigned,  however,  and  the  Isle  of 
Ely  County  Nursing  Association  itself  will  probably  soon  he  dis- 
banded for  lack  of  interest  and  of  funds. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at  Ely,  Little  Downham,  Little- 
port,  March,  and  Wisbech,  and  a new  Centre  is  being  started  at 
Chatteris. 


March  Nurses’  Home. 

By  the  generosity  of  various  subscribers,  especially  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Shepperson  (who  gave  £1,500)  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Shepperson  (who  gave 
the  site  of  half  an  acre),  the  March  District  Nursing  Association 
erected  a handsome  Nurses’  Home,  with  a Maternity  Ward  on  the 
Norwood  Estate  at  March,  and  this  was  opened  with  fitting 
ceremony  on  April  28th,  1924,  by  Mrs.  Adeane,  wife  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  County. 

In  the  subsequent  proceedings  held  at  the  Pavilion,  March,  the 
Chairman  of  the  County  Council,  Sir  W.  H.  Clarke,  proceeded  to 
refer  to  the  County  Council’s  position  in  relation  to  Nursing  Asso- 
ciations, the  Council  saying  in  effect  that  they  wanted  to  start  a 
Nursing  Association  in  every  parish  in  the  County,  and,  by  way  of 
starting  it,  if  the  Nurse  would  give  a little  time  to  perform  certain 
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official  duties  for  the  County  Council,  the  latter  would  pay  one 
quarter  of  her  salary.  (It  may  he  mentioned,  here,  that  the  Council 
also  pays  the  sum  of  £3  per  annum  for  administration  expenses  for 
every  Nurse  employed  by  Nursing  Associations  contracting  to 
perform  duties  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council).  He  pointed  out 
that  the  first  duty  of  the  Nursing  Association,  however,  was  to 
attend  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  poor,  and  that  County  Council 
requirements  took  second  place. 

He  said  that  the  Nurses  at  March  had  a Home  which  might 
induce  good  Nurses  to  stay,  but,  when  their  day  of  work  was  over, 
were  they  (he  asked)  going  to  turn  their  Nurses  adrift,  or  were  they 
going  to  look  forward  to  some  system  of  superannuation  or  pension? 
There  was  (he  continued)  machinery  in  the  nursing  profession  by 
which  something  could  be  done  in  that  direction.  The  March 
Nursing  Association  had  shown  an  example  to  the  neighbourhood 
around ; he  wanted  them  to  show  a still  brighter  example  by  looking 
after  the  future  of  those  who  served  them  well.  At  the  time  of  the 
Crimean  War  John  Bright  made  a memorable  speech,  one  sentence 
of  which  rivetted  attention — “The  Angel  of  Death  is  abroad  in  the 
land  ; you  can  almost  hear  the  beating  of  his  wings.”  Meetings  of 
that  sort,  movements  of  that  sort,  left  little  doubt  that  instead  of 
the  Angel  of  Death  they  would  have  the  Angel  of  Pity  abroad  in 
the  land,  and  that  there  would  be  heard,  after  the  wind,  after  the 
earthquake,  after  the  fire,  the  still  small  voice  of  humanity. 

The  project  has  been  carried  through  by  the  strenuous  exertions 
of  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Nursing  Association,  Mrs.  Walton, 
and  every  credit  is  due  to  her  and  the  Executive  Committee  that  the 
Home  has  been  completed  and  opened  free  from  debt. 

It  is  conveniently  placed  so  that,  if  desired,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  adding  on  wards  for  urgent  hospital  cases,  a long-felt 
want  in  the  March  area. 

Pursuant  to  Sir  William  H.  Clarke’s  expression  of  his  desire  that 
the  future  of  Nurses  should  he  provided  for  by  some  system  of 
superannuation  or  pension,  it  is  perhaps  permissible  to  point  out  to 
the  March  Nursing  Association  and  other  bodies  interested  and  con- 
cerned that  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council  is  a “ Local  Authority  ” 
entitled  to  adopt  the  Local  Government  and  other  Officers’  Super- 
annuation Act,  1922,  an  Act  already  adopted  by  the  majority  of 
County  Councils  in  this  country,  and  that  under  sub-section  3 (b)  of 
Clause  5 can,  after  its  adoption,  admit  with  the  approval  of  the 
Minister  of  Health  to  the  benefits  of  the  Act  “any  undertakers 
exercising  any  of  their  powers  within  the  area  of  such  first-mentioned 
local  authority  under  any  Act  of  Parliament  or  any  order  having  the 
force  of  an  Act”  as  though  they  were  officers  and  servants  of  such 
first-mentioned  local  authority. 
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M kntae  Deficiency. 

During  the  year  an  effort  lias  been  made  to  visit  as  far  as  possible 
all  cases  of  Mental  Deficiency  in  the  Isle  of  which  knowledge  could 
he  obtained,  and  a register  of  these  under  the  headings  of  Feeble- 
minded Persons,  Imbeciles,  Idiots,  and  Moral  Imbeciles,  as  defined 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  is  in  process  of  formation. 

Three  male  and  three  female  defectives  are  maintained  at  the 
Royal  Fastern  Counties’  Institution,  Colchester  (Essex). 

One  female  is  maintained  at  St.  Mary’s  Home,  Salisbury. 

One  male  is  maintained  at  the  Royal  Earlswood  Institution, 
Red  hill  (Surrey). 

One  female  is  maintained  at  the  Stourbridge  Institution  (Wor- 
cestershire). 

One  male  is  detained  at  the  Bentry  Certified  Institution, 
Westbury-on-Trym,  Bristol. 

One  female  is  detained  at  the  Ely  Poor  Law  Institution. 

In  all,  therefore,  five  mentally  defective  males,  and  six  mentally 
defective  females  were  being  maintained  by  the  Isle  of  Ely 
County  Council  in  Institutions  at  the  end  of  the  year  1921. 

There  is  a very  great  difficulty  in  finding  Institutions  willing  to 
take  suitable  cases  from  this  area,  there  being  vei'y  little  vacant 
accommodation.  It  has  been  suggested  that  as  some  of  the  local 
Poor  Law  Institutions  are  little  used,  two  or  more  might  be  com- 
bined, and  the  vacated  one,  or  ones,  used  for  the  accommodation  of 
mentally  defective  persons  from  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  possibly  from 
adjoining  Counties  also. 


Visiting  and  Home-Teaching  for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  -T.  H.  Mackenzie,  the  Home  Teacher,  and  Visitor  for  the 


Blind,  reports  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  491 

Number  of  lessons  given  in 

Braille,  Arithmetic,  &c. ...  ...  166 

Number  of  lessons  given  in 

Chair-caning  ...  ...  ...  55 

Number  of  lessons  given  in 

Basket  Making  ...  ...  ...  29 


Mr.  McKenzie  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Scottish  Board  of 
Education  as  a Class  Teacher  of  the  Blind,  and  is  now  a fully 
qualified  Teacher  of  the  Blind,  holding  also  the  full  certificate  of  the 
College  and  Association  of  the  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  as  required  by 
tbe  Ministry  of  Health. 

He  passed  in  the  following  subjects  : — 

Braille  (Grades  1 and  2), 

Moon, 

Professional  Knowledge, 

And  in  the  following  Home  Occupations  : — 

Chair  Caning, 

Rush  Seating, 

Rug  Making  (with  Honours),  and 

Typewriting. 

National  Insurance  Acts. 

During  the  year  fresh  arrangements  were  made  as  regards  medical 
fees  for  panel  doctors,  the  capitation  rate  of  nine  shillings  per  head 
per  annum  having  been  fixed  upon  as  the  result  of  arbitration. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Details  of  the  Notifications  received  during  the  year  1024  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

Previous  years  also  given  for  comparison. 
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Tuberculosis.  -Clinics. 

The  Clinics  at  Ely,  March,  and  Wisbech  continue  to  do  good 
work,  and  fill  a much-felt  want,  there  being  no  general  or  special 
Hospitals  in  the  County,  or  even  Dispensaries,  for  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  such  as  are  to  be  found  in  most  Administrative  Counties, 
although  a few  cases  are  treated  with  that  disease  in  the  Wisbech 
Hospital,  and  at  the  Ely  Dispensary. 

At  the  Ely  Tuberculosis  Clinic  there  were  129  patients,  the 
numbers  attending  in  the  respective  quarters  of  the  year  being  73, 
83,  70,  and  55,  and  the  attendances  267,  314,  236,  and  223,  or  1,040 
attendances  in  all. 

At  March  there  were  200  patients,  the  numbers  attending  in  the 
respective  quarters  of  the  year  being  98,  86,  91,  and  98,  and  the 
attendances  265,  268,  290,  and  319,  or  1,142  attendances  in  all. 

At  Wisbech  there  were  250  patients,  the  numbers  attending  in  the 
respective  quarters  of  the  year  being  129,  141,  55,  and  98,  and  the 
attendances  450,  459,  119,  and  387  respectively,  or  1,415  attendances 
in  all. 

At  the  County  Clinics,  therefore,  579  patients  attended  as  cases  of 
Consumption,  or  with  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  for  consultation 
or  treatment,  or  for  purposes  of  diagnosis,  making  3,597  attendances, 
an  average  weekly  attendance  of  69  patients. 


Home  Visiting. 

Patients  are  visited  sometimes  at  their  homes  in  consultation 
with  their  own  private  medical  advisers,  or  at  other  times  separately, 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  or  by  the  Health  Visitors,  the  latter 
of  whom  visited  the  homes  on  1,268  occasions. 

All  the  32  shelters  are  in  use,  and  prove  of  great  value  ; every 
effort  is  made  to  keep  them  in  good  condition  by  appropriate  repairs 
as  required. 

Three  additional  shelters  are  about  to  be  ordered,  and  good  use 
could  be  made  of  others,  if  provided. 
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Beds  at  Sanatoria. 

The  Council  reserves  one  female  and  four  nude  beds  at  the 
Borough  Sanatorium,  Ipswich,  and  during  the  year  27  males,  and 
10  females  were  treated  t here,  totalling  1,143  in-patient  days. 

Bids  an'  not  reserved  elsewhere,  but  cases  have  been  sent  to  other 
1 ns  tit  nt  i<  ‘its  as  follow  : 

To  C id  M ayor  Treloar's  Home  at  Alton,  2 male  and  1 female 
surgical  cases  wore  sent,  totalling  695  in-patient  days. 

To  the  R.N.  Sanatorium,  Benenden,  1 female  was  sent,  totalling 
126  in-patient  days. 

To  the  R.N.  Sanatorium  at  Bournemouth  1 male  and  1 female 
were  sent,  totalling  167  in-patient  days. 

To  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  6 male,  and  10  female 
surgical  cases  were  sent,  totalling  884  in-patient  days. 

To  Naylands  Sanatorium,  Colchester,  1 female  was  sent’ 
totalling  59  in-patient  days. 

To  Frimlev  Sanatorium  1 female  was  sent,  totalling  233  in- 
patient days. 

To  the  Fairlight  Sanatorium,  Hastings,  1 male  was  sent, 
totalling  111  in-patient  days. 

To  the  Children’s  Sanatorium,  Holt,  3 males  were  sent,  totalling 
393  in-patient  days. 

To  the  Kelling  Sanatorium,  Ilolt,  5 males  were  sent,  totalling 
504  in-patient  days. 

To  the  Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate,  2 males  and  2 
female  surgical  cases  were  sent,  totalling  712  in-patient 
days. 

To  Normanton  Hospital,  Oulton  Broads,  1 male  was  sent, 
totalling  67  in-patient  days. 

To  the  Papworth  Training  Colony,  7 males  and  2 females  were 
sent,  totalling  1,306  in-patient  days. 

To  Wyton  8 males  and  4 females,  all  children,  were  sent, 
totalling  1,332  in-patient  days. 

Thus  96  patients,  63  males  and  33  females,  were  sent  to  Hospitals 
or  Sanatoria,  totalling  10,732  in-patient  days,  an  average  stay  of 
111  days  per  patient,  compared  with  46  males  and  26  females  in 
1923,  with  an  average  stay  of  103  days  in  that  year. 

Fxtra  nourishments  in  the  form  of  milk  and  eggs  were  provided 
to  Tuberculous  persons  to  the  value  of  £56  8s.  3d. 

1 1 A GTE K IOLOGIC  AL  WORK. 

66  specimens  of  Sputum  were  examined,  14  being  found  positive 
and  52  negative. 
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Venereal  Diseases. 

Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  coming  from  the  Isle  of  Ely  are  treated 
at  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  on  Tuesday  afternoons 
usually,  women  from  3 — 4 p.m.,  and  men  from  4—5  pm.  A 
session  for  treatment  is  also  held  on  Thursday  evenings,  hut  the 
train  service  is  such  that  few  Isle  of  Ely  patients  can  conveniently 
attend  an  evening  session  for  women  after  7 p.m.,  or  for  males  after 
8 p.m. 

In  the  year  19  patients  attended  from  this  County,  9 with 
Syphilis,  and  7 with  Gonorrhoea,  3 being  non-Venereal  cases;  there 
were  280  attendances  as  out-patients,  and  a bed  was  occupied  for 
260  days  by  in-patients. 

The  number  of  doses  of  salvarsan  substitutes  given  to  Isle  of  Ely 
cases  was  189  in  the  Out-patient  Clinic,  and  15  in  the  In-patient 
department. 

Those  ceasing  treatment,  before  it  was  ascertained  that  their  cure 
was  complete,  numbered  23  per  cent.,  the  same  as  last  year.  It  is 
often  recommended  that  compulsory  notification  should  he  adopted 
where  patients  cease  to  attend  a Treatment  Centre  whilst  still  in  an 
infectious  condition.  Treatment  until  quite  cured  can  he  had  free  of 
all  cost  by  anyone  without  letters  of  recommendation,  and  rail  fares 
are  given  to  necessitous  cases  on  application  by  letter  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  his  office  in  March. 

Laboratory  facilities,  too,  are  available  for  all  Medical  Practitioners 
free  of  cost. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  these  diseases  are  infectious 
diseases  which  cause  intense  misery,  suffering,  and  ill-health,  and 
that  they  often  attack  innocent  persons,  and  that  the  only  way  to 
ensure  their  diminution  is  by  strict  continence.  Human  nature, 
however,  being  liable  to  err,  the  spread  of  Venereal  Disease  may  be 
prevented,  when  incontinence  occurs,  by  the  adoption  of  immediate 
self-disinfection  with  a port-wine  coloured  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potash,  followed  by  the  application  to  the  parts  of  a 30  per  cent, 
calomel  ointment,  assuming  the  individual  is  not  so  much  under  the 
influence  of  drink  as  to  be  unable  to  apply  these  measures  in  a 
reasonably  efficient  manner. 

The  number  of  beds  reserved  at  Addenbrooke’s  continues  as  before. 
Infectious  Diseases. 

Whooping-cough  is  not  notifiable  ; seven  of  the  nine  deaths  from 
this  disease  occurred  in  Chatteris,  six  of  the  fatal  cases  being  in 
children  less  than  2 years  old. 

Diphtheria  was  somewhat  prevalent  in  Ely  and  in  Wisbech,  whilst 
a very  mild  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  general  throughout  the  Isle, 
only  one  fatality  occurring  in  68  notified  cases, 
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Fortunately  no  cases  of  Smallpox  were  introduced  into  the 
district,  although  many  cases  occurred  not  far  away.  Considering 
the  ease  with  which  this  disease  can  he  prevented,  your  Council 
recently  adopted  the  following  resolution  : — 

“ That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  the  present  method  of 
obtaining  exemption  from  vaccination  is  most  unsatisfactory, 
that  the  ease  with  which  such  exemption  can  lie  obtained 
constitutes  a serious  menace  to  the  Public  Health,  and  that 
except  in  very  special  circumstances  vaccination  should  in 
all  cases  be  made  compulsory.” 

Captain  .1.  F.  .1.  Fitzpatrick,  writing  to  “The  Times”  of  April 
30th,  1925,  stated  that  “ his  working  life  had  been  spent  in  Nigeria, 
where  less  than  1 per  cent,  of  the  people  are  vaccinated,  and  where 
Smallpox  is  seen,  year  in  and  year  out,  in  children  and  in  adults. 
Amongst  people  living  alongside  Smallpox,  he  had  never  met  or  heard 
of  one  objecting  to  vaccination.  The  sight  of  a case  of  Smallpox 
was  enough.  Our  people  had  no  notion  of  the  filthy,  abominable 
thing  it  is. 

With  no  doctor  available,  he  himself  had  done  many  thousands  of 
vaccinations.  He  had  been  in  the  closest  personal  contact  with 
sufferers  from  Smallpox  for  weeks  on  end,  but  beyond  being  vac- 
cinated every  five  years,  and  a normal  expenditure  of  soap  and 
water,  he  took  no  other  precautions,  for  none  were  possible.  Time 
and  again  in  a community  stricken  with  Smallpox  he  had  jumped  in 
with  vaccinating  and  had  watched  the  progress  of  the  disease 
slacken,  and  then  stop.  He  had  seen  vaccinated  people  of  all  ages 
exposed  to  risk  of  infection  without  ever  contracting  the  disease, 
un vaccinated  people  going  down,  all  around  them,  the  while,  with  a 
case  mortality  of  about  30  per  cent.  He  had  never  known  any 
harm  done  by  vaccination,  though  his  technique  was  rough  and 
ready  and  imperfect.  But  he  got  results  1 ” 

It  is  calculated  that  each  case  of  Smallpox  in  England  costs  us 
£200,  whilst  the  cost  of  vaccination  is  but  trifling.  The  incon- 
venience of  the  fell  disease,  the  upsetting  of  the  home  life,  and  the 
disfigurement  Smallpox  produces  cannot  be  for  a moment  compared 
with  any  disadvantages  attending  vaccination.  Nor  is  the  harm 
confined  to  the  immediate  locality  of  the  disease.  Two  years  ago, 
when  motoring  through  Malvern,  in  August,  I anticipated  a difficulty 
in  securing  a bed  for  the  night  owing  to  my  not  having  made 
arrangements  beforehand.  But,  owing  to  the  Smallpox  epidemic  at 
Gloucester,  twenty-five  miles  oft,  I found  plenty  of  spare  accommo- 
dation, visitors  in  search  of  health,  and  tourists,  having  decided  to 
give  the  Gloucester  area  a very  wide  berth. 

If  an  epidemic  of  Smallpox  occurred  in,  say,  the  Wisbech  area, 
the  fruit  and  flower  trade  of  that  town  might  he  disorganised  for 
years. 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  the  Several  Districts 


for  the  Year  ending  1924. 


Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts 

u 

Disease 

W 

Chat  teris 

O 

r"' 

Whittlesey 

i Wisbech 
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o 

o 

£ 
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o 

1 

_Q 

7, 

— 
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O > 
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> i 

^ c n 

c 

a 

O 
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' 
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10 

8 

12 

4 

3 

37 

21 

1 
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31 
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24 

45 
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1 
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2 
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18 

35 

13 

11 

1 
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49 

84 

(b)  Other 

9 

1 
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3 

9 

2G 

10 

2 
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3 

3 
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Other  Diseases 
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2 
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14 
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2 

7 

is 
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(6)  Dysentery 

(e)  Malaria 
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1 
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1 
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2 
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Isolation  Hospitals.— Available  Accommodation. 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 


No  numbers  mentioned  in  the  Report. 


I.— URBAN. 


Chatteris  Urban  District. 

Except  in  the  case  of  cancer  the  mortality  does  not  differ  in  any 
considerable  degree  from  average  figures,  and  does  not  indicate  the 
existence  of  any  preventable  unhealthy  conditions. 

All  infectious  cases  were  nursed  at  home. 

The  Infectious  Hospital  of  4 beds  at  Delve  is  capable  of  extension, 
if  necessary. 

Through  the  County  Council  School  Dentist’s  services,  there  is 
great  improvement  in  the  dental  condition  of  the  children. 

Antitoxin  for  Diphtheria  is  provided  gratis,  pathological  and  bac- 
teriological facilities  being  provided  by  arrangement  with  King 
Edward  VII.  Memorial  Institute,  Lewisham. 

The  water  supply  is  constant  and  adequate,  though  the  pressure 
is  too  variable  and  low  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

The  sewage  system  is  gravitational  and  has  been  efficient  during 
the  year. 

Twenty  houses  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  two  families,  and 
there  was  found  to  be  more  or  less  overcrowding  in  44  houses. 

A Building  Scheme  has  been  approved,  and  sufficient  land  acquired 
for  a first  instalment  of  24  houses  towards  remedying  the  situation. 

Birth-rate,  21-2.  Death-rate,  147.  Infantile  Mortality-rate, 
90  01  per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  99'09  per  1,000  births. 


Ely  Urban  District. 

The  Cancer  mortality  is  noted  as  being  18'3  per  cent. 

All  the  notified  Scarlet  Fever  cases  (14),  and  17  of  the  (18)  Diph- 
theria cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  addition  to 
the  one  case  of  Enteric  Fever.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  in  a girl 
4 years  old,  proved  fatal,  as  well  as  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  boys 
3 years  old. 


No  nurse  or  midwife  is  available  for  the  Prickwillow  area  ol  the 
Urban  District. 

The  onl v ( ieneial  Hospital,  \ddenbrooke’s  at  Cambridge,  is  Hi 
miles  away.  The  Workhouse  Infirmary  is  not  large  enough,  or 
sufficiently  equipped  to  deal  with  the  needs  of  the  district.  It  con- 
tains, however,  two  maternity  wards. 

The  Guardians,  by  altering  an  Isolation  Block,  have  provided  a 
“Children’s  Home”  at  Tower  House,  i.e.,  The  Workhouse. 

There  have  been  215  examinations  of  pathological  material  at  the 
Clinical  Research  Association,  5 out  of  36  Tuberculosis  specimens 
proving  positive,  31  out  of  174  likewise  for  Diphtheria,  whilst  5 
possible  Unteric  specimens  proved  negative. 

A supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  available  for  general  use 
by  doctors  in  the  area. 

Nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  Inspector  and  found  satis- 
factory. 

Plans  have  been  passed  for  52  houses,  30  having  been  erected  or 
being  in  course  of  erection,  and  19  being  provided  by  other  bodies  or 
persons  with  State  Assistance. 

Birth-rate,  18'5.  Death-rate,  11  3.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  43-4 
per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  43  4 per  1,000  births. 


March  Urban  District. 

Out  of  88  deaths  57  were  persons  of  65  years  and  upwards. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Evison)  is  puzzled  why,  after 
centuries  of  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis,  no  signs  of  breeding 
immunity  appear,  as  it  is  commonly  believed  that  long  experience  of 
a disease  breeds  immunity  in  a race.  On  the  other  hand,  in  con- 
sumption, the  converse  of  this  hypothesis  would  seem  to  be  nearer 
the  truth,  judging  by  the  common  practice  of  Life  Assurance  Com- 
panies in  dealing  with  cases  where  there  may  bo  a family  taint  of,  or 
of  contact  with  a case  of,  Tuberculosis. 

The  drainage  of  the  town  is  still  to  be  kept  in  view,  and  some 
courage  is  needed  to  face  the  huge  expenditure  requisite  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  it.  It  is  thought  the  time  is  rapidly 
approaching  when  the  town  as  a whole  will  see  the  desirability  of 
doing  so,  and  thus  eliminating  the  objectionable  smells  from  the 
river,  and  securing  increased  comfort  and  convenience,  with  a 
lessened  liability  to  adverse  health  conditions  to  be  gained  by  an 
efficient  water-carriage  system,  instead  of  the  old  faulty  conservancy 
system  of  sewage  disposal. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector,  too,  brings  forward  the  question  of 
unsatisfactory  drainage  and  of  insanitary  dustbins,  of  the  need 
also  for  an  adequate  water-supply  in  every  part  of  the  town,  and  of 
proper  systematic  inspections  of  houses  under  the  various  Housing 
Acts. 

£930  3s.  4d.  was  spent  in  scavenging  during  the  year. 

A Public  Abbatoir  is  much  to  be  desired,  also  a Steam  Disinfector 
to  deal  with  possibly  infected  clothing,  &c. 

JOS  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  47  without  State 
Assistance. 

Birth-rate,  193.  Death-rate,  9-2.  Infantile  Mortality  rate, 
27  02  per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  43-2  per  1,000  births. 


Whittlesey  Urban  District. 

One  new  house  was  completed  during  the  year  by  a private 
individual. 

The  following  bye-laws  have  been  adopted  : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (28 — 3 — 1900),  Slaughter-houses 
(22 — 2 — 1909),  Prevention  of  Nuisances  (24 — 2 1909),  Dairies 

and  Cowsheds  (30 — 10 — 1907),  and  Markets  (24—11 — 1897). 

Lodging  Houses  are  inspected  by  the  Police,  and  reported  as 
being  well  kept  and  clean. 

The  Town  cesspools  are  cleaned  out  weekly.  An  old  brick  main 
drain  in  High  Street,  badly  blocked  for  a time  during  the  year, 
should  be  replaced  by  a sanitary  pipe  drain. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  done  at  Cam- 
bridge, whilst  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council. 

Birth-rate,  21-5.  Death-rate,  12  2.  Infantile  Mortality  rate, 
326  per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  76-0  per  1,000  births. 


Wisbech  Municipal  Borough. 

Whereas  the  year  1923  was  a record  period  for  freedom  from 
infectious  diseases,  the  year  1924  proved  less  favourable,  a mild  type 
of  Diphtheria  prevailing,  26  cases  being  notified,  of  which  21  were 
treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  4 deaths  (2  in  males, 
and  2 in  females). 


The  £oo<l  work  done  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  again  noted, 
99  individual  mothers  taking  their  children  there,  the  children 
attending  numbering  152. 

There  were  46  fewer  births  than  last  year,  and  no  death  was 
attributable  to  pregnancy. 

Dr.  Groom  views  with  alarm  the  number  of  cases  of  Smallpox 
existing  in  districts  not  far  removed  from  Wisbech,  and  points  out 
that  the  old  prejudice  of  conveying  disease  by  arm-to-arm  vaccina- 
tion should  no  longer  exist,  as  only  pure  Government  calf  lymph 
is  now  used  by  all  Public  Vaccinators,  the  small  operation  involving 
no  expense  to  the  parents  of  children,  lie  is  afraid  that  at  some 
future  time  there  may  be  a serious  outbreak  of  this  loathsome 
disease,  with  its  attendant  mortality  and  disfigurement,  hut,  in  view 
of  the  law  allowing  immunity  from  vaccination,  he  can  only  advise 
parents  to  take  advantage  of  this  protecting  measure. 

The  improved  lighting  of  the  town  receives  favourable  comment. 

There  were  65  new  houses  erected  during  the  year,  35  of  these 
being  built  by  the  Local  Authority. 

There  is  still  need  for  the  erection  of  other  houses  to  meet  over- 
crowding still  manifest  in  some  cases,  and  there  are  71  applicants 
for  16  houses  which  the  Council  are  to  build  on  the  Leverington 
Hoad  Estate. 

2,418  lbs.  of  unsound  food  were  condemned  and  destroyed  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

One  Slaughter-house  has  been  considerably  improved,  and  one 
Cowshed  re-built. 

The  Theatres  now  have  adequate  sanitary  accommodation. 

Birth-rate,  17  3.  Death-rate,  1T5.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  79  2 
per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  74‘2  per  1,000  births. 
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II.— RURAL. 


Ely  Rural  District 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  unusual,  21 
out  of  24  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  having  occurred  in  Stretham.  The 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  increased  to  28  beds. 

The  compulsory  notification  of  Varicella  (Chicken-pox),  sometimes 
called  Blister-pox  locally,  has  been  continued  owing  to  the  increased 
prevalence  of  Smallpox  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

The  efficiency  of  Tuberculosis  notification  still  leaves  something  to 
be  desired,  and  Dr.  Howe,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  calls  the 
attention  of  local  practitioners  to  the  extreme  importance  of  early 
notification  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  are  no  beds  for  the  isolation  of  Smallpox. 

In  the  District  there  are  22  registered  slaughter-houses,  23  bake- 
houses, and  26  retail  sellers,  and  65  wholesale  producers,  of  milk. 

Eight  dairies  used  for  Cheese-making  were  visited  during  the  year. 

The  Water  Towers  at  Littleport  and  Sutton,  and  Water  Mains  in 
connection  with  the  Water  Scheme  have  now  been  completed,  and  at 
the  end  of  1924  the  Engineer  reported  that  700  houses  had  been  con- 
nected thereto. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  remaining  villages  in  the  Rural  District  will 
soon  be  connected  with  this  public  supply. 

Seventy-eight  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

64  inspections  were  made  of  workshops,  and  in  10  there  was  a want 
of  cleanliness,  the  defects  being  subsequently  remedied. 

Birth-rate,  18  89.  Death-rate,  14-05.  Infantile  Mortality-rate, 
69T  per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  32-5  per  1,000  births. 


North  Witchford  Rural  District. 

174  cases  of  Measles  were  notified,  epidemics  occurring  at 
Benwick  and  Manea,  in  the  months  of  March  and  April  mainly  at 
the  former  place,  and  from  May  until  -July  at  the  latter. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  good,  all  deaths  having  been  pre- 
viously notified. 
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At  Ben  wick  there  is  a large  amount  of  Dyspepsia,  considered  by 
Dr.  Stephens  to  lie  due  to  the  lack  of  good  water.  The  inhabitants 
are  dependent  either  on  rain  water,  or  an  unsatisfactory  river  supply, 
which,  though  gravel  filtered,  is  unfit  for  drinking,  and  a more 
wholesome  supply  is  requisite. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  either  in  the  district,  or  available 
for  it. 

It  is  considered  important  that  the  District  Council  should  provide 
Bacteriological  facilities,  and  should  supply  also  Anti-tetanus  Serum 
and  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  for  Medical  Practitioners,  as  is  the  custom 
elsewhere. 

Twentv  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  nine  of  them 
by  private  persons  with  State  assistance. 

Birth-rate,  1 9 ■ 3 . Death-rate,  122.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  60 
per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  90  per  1,000  births. 


Thorney  Rural  District. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  given  as  442,  with  450  families 
or  separate  occupiers. 

Xo  cases  of  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever, 
or  Erysipelas  were  notified  during  the  year. 

By  agreement  the  Peterborough  Corporation  have  arranged  to 
treat  all  cases  of  Smallpox  that  may  occur  in  Thorney,  the  latter 
Council  paying  their  share  of  the  maintenance  of  the  building,  in 
addition  to  their  share  of  any  expense  incurred  in  extending  the 
Hospital  during  an  epidemic. 

Peterborough  Corporation  will  also  admit  special  isolation  cases  on 
payment  of  an  agreed  sum  for  maintenance  and  removal. 

A new  Poor  Law  Hospital  of  43  beds  for  the  Peterborough  Union, 
of  which  Thorney  forms  a part,  was  completed  and  brought  into  use 
during  the  year.  The  building  contains  also  a lying-in  ward. 

The  M.O.H.  arranges  for  the  examination  of  Pathological  speci- 
mens, and  also  keeps  a stock  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  other 
sera  or  vaccines  available  for  Practitioners  in  the  district. 

Xo  new  dwelling  houses  have  been  erected,  but  a scheme  for 
building  12  during  1925  is  in  hand,  as  there  is  a shortage  of  houses. 

The  Thorney  Drainage  Board  have  had  two  reports  sent  to  them 
respecting  the  \\  ater  Supply  to  the  Village,  and  a test  plant  is  to  be 
installed  in  order  to  ascertain  what  improvements  can  he  obtained 
with  more  efficient  filtration,  and,  if  the  results  prove  satisfactory, 
no  doubt  extensive  alterations  will  be  made  in  the  old  filter-beds,  &c. 
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The  new  Burial  Ground  is  now  in  use,  and  proving  satisfactory. 

Birth-rate,  18'04.  Death-rate,  7’21.  Infantile  Mortality-rate, 
22  2 per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  44  4 per  1,000  births. 


Whittlesey  Rural  District. 

There  were  687  inhabited  houses,  with  794  families  or  separate 
occupiers  at  the  1921  Census. 

There  is  no  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  nor  is  there  any 
provision  for  Infectious  Diseases  other  than  the  services  of  one 
District  Nurse. 

Four  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  none  with  State 
Assistance. 

There  appears  to  be  a shortage  of  houses,  and  the  Council  have 
under  consideration  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  cottages. 

Birth-rate,  20-4.  Death-rate,  10'5.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  69-4 
per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  27'2  per  1,000  births. 


Wisbech  Rural  District. 

This  district  consists  of  eight  parishes  lying  north,  west,  and 
south  of  Wisbech,  having  the  characteristics  of  the  Fen  country’s 
geology,  i.e.,  a deposition  of  peat  and  silt  on  sand  and  gravel,  resting 
on  boulder  clay.  Agriculture  is  the  main  occupation  of  its  people. 

There  is  still  a shortage  of  cottages. 

As  a rule,  the  fruit-pickers  are  well  housed  ; each  year  systematic 
inspection  is  made  of  the  buildings  allocated  to  them,  and  instruction 
is  given  to  owners  regarding  light,  ventilation,  water  supply,  and 
excrement  disposal. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Slaughter-houses,  and  Knaekers’-yards 
have  all  been  inspected,  and  found  to  be  clean  and  in  a satisfactory 
state. 

All  places  coming  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  are  in  a 
satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

Birth-rate,  1 7 • 4 . Death-rate,  9'8.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  63-5. 
Illegitimacy-rate,  29-6  per  1,000  births. 
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111.— PORT. 


Wisbech  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  health  of  the  Port  has  been  good  : no  case  of  infectious 
-disease  has  occurred. 

The  Port  Hospital  has  been  inspected,  and  found  clean  and  ready 
for  use,  the  caretakers  doing  their  work  well.  26  foreign  steamers 
with  a tonnage  of  13,206,  and  48  coastwise  steamships  with  a 
tonnage  of  5,074,  have  entered  the  Port,  in  addition  to  six  motor 
boats  totalling  552  tons,  and  two  sailing  ships  totalling  167  tons. 

One  ship  was  fumigated  with  sulphur  on  account  of  vermin. 
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